the men of the different Brigades from going out-
side the pickets on any pretence. The bodies of
five men belonging to the Artillery, who had gone
out, it is supposed in search of liquor, two days ago,
were found without their heads.7
On the llth October Outram wrote to Captain
Bruce that the Alambagh must on no account be
evacuated, as its occupation was essential to the
safety of the force in Lucknow. He concluded; "By
the strictest scrutiny it is ascertained that at our
present rate (three-quarters rations for Europeans,
and half for natives) our grain, allowing it to be all
good, will last only till the 6th of November; our
meat not so long. Rice will be out in four days.
Unless, therefore, the Delhi troops come speedily to
our aid, we must starve. Promulgate the news of
the approach of the Delhi force as publicly as
possible. Urge Greathed to push on with all possible
despatch.'
The enemy's miners were now hard at work
trying to breach the walls of the palaces, while the
garrison were digging an immense system of
countermines under the supervision of Captain
Crommelin, Bengal Engineers. Although the soil
was for the most part light and sandy, it was still
found possible to dispense with casing and supports*
There was now some fear of powder running short,
and it was therefore usual to break into the enemy's
mines and drive the workmen out, instead of blow-
ing them up. As time went on the enemy became
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